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REGULAR EVENTS & CALENDAR
SUNDAYS
Meeting for Worship 10:00 AM. Held at the Berkeley Technology Academy, 2701 Martin Luther King
Jr. Way, corner of Derby St., Berkeley. Religious Education (Sept–June) and childcare (year-round)
provided 9:45 AM. to end of Meeting for Worship. Please arrive with children before 10:00 AM; no
guaranteed childcare after 10:15 AM. After announcements, all are welcome to stay for refreshments.
Please bring your own reusable cup and utensils.
Oakland Worship Group 5 PM. At the home of Karen and Peter Lin, 296 Rishell Drive. For more
information, call (510) 530-0479 or visit http://www.oaklandquakers.org
WEDNESDAYS
Mid Week Meeting for Worship 7:00 AM Berkeley Friends Meeting, 2151 Vine Street. Contact Peter
Lin, 510-917-2013, peterlin [at] speedymail [dot] org
SUNDAY, February 5
Advices and Queries on Simplicity read by Communications Committee during the first 15 minutes of
meeting for worship
Young Adult Brunch. 12:00 PM Contact Amy Dewey for details, (510) 628-0826
Twelve Step Meeting. 12:00 PM Anyone in any 12 step group is invited. Contact Darcy Stanley at (415)
595-2348 or darcy393@gmail.com
SUNDAY, February 12
Business Meeting 11:50 AM
WEDNESDAY, February 15
Handwork Group 6:00 PM Contact Beth Rodman (510) 365-1685
Gospel Sing 7:00 PM Contact Clifford Ham, clifforddham@gmail.com
SATURDAY, February 18 Quaker Heritage Day at Berkeley Friends Church (see below)
SUNDAY, February 19
Worship Sharing 9:00 AM
Adult Ed Session: The Miraculous Nature of Quaker Decision Making 11:50 AM (see below)
Berkeley Meeting Movie: Rufus Jones Documentary 1:00 PM, www.berkeleyfriendsmeeting.org
Monday, February 20 Presidents’ Day
Berkeley Meeting Adult Education: 19th Century Quaker Women 7:30 PM. Weekly series starts
SUNDAY, February 26 Committee Sunday
Newsletter Deadline for March newsletter@strawberrycreekquakers.org
WEDNESDAY, March 1
Handwork Group 6:00 PM Contact Beth Rodman (510) 365-1685
FRIDAY, March 3 to SUNDAY, March 5 PYM Representative Committee at Palo Alto Meeting
SUNDAY, March 5
Advices and Queries on Social and Civic Responsibility read by Care of Meeting Committee during
the first 15 minutes of meeting for worship
Young Adult Brunch. 12:00 PM Contact Amy Dewey for details, (510) 628-0826
Twelve Step Meeting. 12:00 PM Anyone in any 12 step group is invited. Contact Darcy Stanley at (415)
595-2348 or darcy393@gmail.com

News and Announcements
Strawberry Creek Meeting Calendar
The meeting’s calendar, a Google app, is viewable
on the Strawberry Creek web site, http://
strawberrycreek.quaker.org/calendar.php. Events
may be updated on the calendar after publication in
the monthly newsletter. If you wish to schedule a
meeting event for your committee, you can view
available dates on the calendar. Contact the
newsletter editor,
newsletter@strawberrycreekquakers.org, to get your
event listed. You are encouraged to send an article
with details about your event for publication in the
monthly newsletter. For use of Berkeley Friends
Meetinghouse, contact Care of Meeting Committee.
Clerk’s Call to PYM Representative Committee
2017: Awakening to the Presence
RepCom will be held at Palo Alto Friends Meeting
and begin on Friday, March 3 at 6pm, continuing to
Sunday March 7 if necessary. Please register online
for RepCom by Friday, February 10 at http://
www.planetReg.com/E13010501642486.
If your committee is presenting at RepCom, please
submit written reports by February 17 to Amy
Cooke, at amylisette@gmail.com. Reports will be
posted on PYM’s website: http://
www.pacificyearlymeeting.org/committeenewsletters-and-reports/representative-committee/.
Before coming to RepCom, please review advance
documents carefully.
Interest Groups at the 2017 Annual Session:
Proposals for Interest Groups must be approved by a
standing PYM Committee and submitted by its
clerk. Please submit your proposals by Friday,
February 24 to Amy Cooke, Assistant to the Clerk,
at amylisette@gmail.com .
The youth leadership of Junior Yearly Meeting
(JYM) and JYM Adult Committee members will
meeting at Palo Alto Meetinghouse March 5-7 to
plan for JYM 2017 at Walker Creek Ranch. We look
forward to Worshiping and sharing meals with
Friends attending Representative Committee. If you
have questions, please contact Dan Strickland
danstrickland2001@yahoo.com or Kate Connell
kate@kateconnell.com.

Diego Navarro, clerk of PYM, will preside at
RepCom. He and I will send you further
information, including an agenda, in one or more
follow-up mailings.
We look forward to seeing you in Palo Alto, Amy
Cooke Assistant to the Clerk of PYM.
Adult Education on February 19
Worship and Ministry will be sponsoring the Adult
Ed session after Meeting on Feb 19. It will be called
"The Miraculous Nature of Quaker Decision
Making" facilitated by Laura Magnani and Nancy
Wilkinson.
Quaker Heritage Day 2017 by Brian Young
Berkeley Friends Church is pleased to announce
Quaker Heritage Day 2017: Our Life is Love with
Marcelle Martin.
Please join us at Berkeley Friends Church on
Saturday, February 18, 2017, to explore these
dimensions of the journey with author and
workshop leader Marcelle Martin. She is the author
of the recently-published Our Life is Love, about
ten elements of the Quaker spiritual journey. She
was the Mullen Writing Fellow at Earlham School
of Religion while working on this book. Earlier, she
participated in the Fairhill Friends Ministry in
Philadelphia’s inner city, and for four years served
as the resident Quaker Studies Teacher at Pendle
Hill. Since 1997 she has traveled across the country
to lead workshops and retreats related to prayer,
discernment, spiritual experience, early Quakers,
faithfulness, and ministry. A member of Swarthmore
Meeting, she lives in Chester, PA with her husband,
Terry.
Please note the registration deadline to reserve
lunch and/or childcare is Friday, February 10. You
can register online to let us know you are coming-it's quick and easy and secure. Please use it today!
http://www.berkeleyfriendschurch.org/qhd/
Do watch for updates on our website and on
Facebook as we get closer to the date, and please
spread the word in your meetings and churches. We
hope to see you at QHD 2017!
Berkeley CROP Hunger Walk
by Tom Yamaguchi
The 2017 Berkeley CROP Hunger Walk is
scheduled for Sunday afternoon, April 30. The walk
raises money for the international hunger relief

work of Church World Service. In addition, four
local agencies will receive money from the walk:
Berkeley Food Pantry, Dorothy Day House,
YEAH!, and Youth Spirit Artworks. All there
Berkeley Quaker congregations will walk as the
Berkeley Quakers team. This year, Betsy Morris and
Tom Yamaguchi have joined the organizing
committee, which meets monthly. Stay tuned for
further details.
Women and Quakerism, Part III, the 19th
Century Coming in February 2017 to Berkeley
Friends Meeting! by Sue Friday
If you missed the first two parts of the series, don’t
despair. You can join us for the third beginning on
Monday, February 20, 2017, at 7 pm. Things really
heat up in the 19th century, with female Quaker
abolitionists, pioneers in social work, education,
medicine, art, science, and our leaders in the
Women’s Rights Movement, all defying the
conventions of the age. And this would never have
happened without the support of the remarkable
Quaker men in their lives.
We will be reading about changes and consistencies
in the lives of Quaker women on both sides of the
Atlantic, rich and poor, and from the different and
conflicting groups that emerged in the century:
Evangelicals, Hicksites, Othodox, Progressive
Friends, etc. The role of women ministers and
women in the meeting changed over time, as did
their messages. Have you ever wanted to change the
world? These women did. Let’s try to find out how
it can be done.
Whether or not Quaker women were exceptional is
not a forgone conclusion among all scholars. We
will discuss readings each week to draw our own
conclusions and understandings. If you are new to
Quakerism or do not have a background in the
history of Quaker women, please direct a request to
our meeting email address
(BerkeleyMeeting@gmail.com) and you will be
sent preliminary readings as pdfs to ease your way
into the topic.
This class will require additional scholarly readings
each week, sent in advance as pdfs, to be used in the
discussion. Please register in advance for the course
by sending an email to our address. See you there.
Who are these women known for medicine, natural
history, prison reform, anti-slavery, women’s rights,
temperance reform, nursing reform, educational

reform and the Underground Railroad? Yes, each
was a pioneer in more than one area.
Friends House News by Elizabeth Boardman
Count us in among the faithful supporters of
democracy getting organized these days. Friends
House residents are talking constantly this month
about the daily news from DC, and about the pushback opportunities: rallies, Internet petitions, the
Women’s March on January 21, visits to our federal
legislators, and the relevant political books, movies
and speakers that we share here. We tend to take
long views, both back over our own long experience
of American history, and forward past the term of
the new administration coming in this month.
Everyone is involved according to his or her
strength and light.
News from Ben Lomond Quaker Center
by Kathy Runyan
Join us from February 24 – 26, 2017 for
Understanding Competing Narratives in Israel /
Palestine: Is it a wall or a fence? Is it a military
occupation or disputed territories? Do Palestinians
and Israeli settlers live in the West Bank or Judea
and Samaria? These are but a few of the differences
in the "narrative" of the situation in Palestine/Israel,
not to mention whether there is a "Palestine" or if
Israel is the "Zionist state." Max Carter, who has led
over a dozen service-learning trips to Palestine
through Guilford College, will share his experience
and help us to explore Friends' response historically
and currently to Palestine/Israel. Find out more and
register online at http://www.quakercenter.org/
israel-palestine/
How can we open to the Spirit’s power to transform
us and our meetings? Find out by joining us for
Emerging Leadership, Spiritual Power, and Faithful
Witness with Jonathan Vogel-Borne and Minga
Claggett-Borne for a 5-day workshop from March
28 – April 2. Deep worship, strong community,
Spirit-led leadership and faithful witness build
powerful meetings. We encourage meetings to send
an older and a younger Friend. Spaces are limited so
register early at http://www.quakercenter.org/
programs/emerging-leadership-spiritualpower-andfaithful-witness/
Save the dates, June 25 – July 1, 2017, for summer
camp! We welcome all kids to join us; Quaker
Camp serves rising 4th - 6th graders, and Service
Camp serves 7th - 9th graders. Campers explore
community, peace, equality, integrity, simplicity,

and earthcare-- values that Quakers hold strongly,
through creative projects and activities. Applications
for counselor positions and camper registration are
available at http://www.quakercenter.org/summeryouth-camps/
Mariana Ruybalid Reading
at Claremont Library
Mariana Ruybalid reads her poems, followed by an
interview and discussion at the Claremont Branch of
the Berkeley Public Library as part of their guest
poet series, Clearly Meant. The reading will be on
Saturday, February 25, 2:00 PM to 3:30 PM. The
Claremont Branch is located at 2940 Benvenue
Avenue, corner of Ashby Avenue.
Mariana Ruybalid has published two novels, A
Pattern of Silent Tears and Coyote Healer, Coyote
Curandero, as well as a book of poems, Daring to
Write. Her first novel, A Pattern of Silent Tears, is
based on the years Ruybalid spent in Costa Rica
working as a psychologist with disabled women and
children. She has two bachelors and three master’s
degrees. “I've never let cerebral palsy stop me from
doing much,” Mariana Ruybalid says. She has lived
in Berkeley since 1976. All of her books are owned
by the Berkeley Public Library. Be sure to check
them out. https://www.berkeleypubliclibrary.org/
events/mariana-ruybalid-guest-poet-claremont
Friends Music Camp Coming This Summer
To Strawberry Creek Friends Meeting:
My name is Pam Wilkinson and I am one of the codirectors of Friends Music Camp, a Quaker-run
music camp which takes place at Earlham College
in Richmond, Indiana. We are actively seeking
campers for our sessions this summer. I'm sure it's
hard to imagine planning the summer when 2017 is
barely upon us but I know many people make
decisions about their summer early in the year, so I
wanted to get in touch to offer a little more
information!
FMC is open to campers from 10 to 18 years old at
all musical levels. Our session this year runs from
July 9 to August 6, 2017. For campers between 10
and 12 years old, there is an option for a two-week
session only, which runs from July 9 to July 23.
During the summer, campers attend lessons, sing in
the chorus, play in large and small ensembles, act in
a musical theater production, take classes, and, of
course, have ample time for hanging out and having
fun. We ask that prospective campers have had

lessons for at least one year on their chosen
instrument, OR that they have participated in a
school orchestra, band or choral program for at least
one year. Evening activities include capture the flag,
a dance, outside speakers, visits to the local pool,
and other fun activities. Both students and staff
perform at weekly recitals and on weekend concerts.
This is a wonderful experience for any young music
student. There is a great deal of information about
FMC on our website, www.friendsmusiccamp.org.
Please feel free to take a look and pass this
information along to anyone who might be
interested in FMC! You will also be receiving some
materials by snail mail sometime in the next month
or so. If you have any questions about FMC, feel
free to contact me at any time!
Sincerely, Pam Wilkinson
Quaker Oaks Farm Spring Service Learning
Camp: Monday, April 10 to Friday, April 14
We enthusiastically invite middle and high school
aged youth to our 4th annual Spring Service
Learning Camp, a partnership of Quaker Oaks
Farm, the Wukchumni Tribe, and Pacific Yearly
Meeting Youth Programs.
This will be an opportunity for Native and NonNative youth and adults to gather together on the
land, share about who we are and where we come
from, learn history not usually taught in school,
practice local Wukchumni traditions, interact with
Tribal elders, and participate in a sweat lodge
ceremony and many other fun activities, including a
service project on our land. Come learn, make
friends, and have fun!
Registration information can be found at
QuakerOaksFarm.org
https://quakeroaksfarm.wordpress.com/servicecamp-registration/
For more information or to state your interest in
being adult staff or a youth camper, contact Melissa
Lovett-Adair at chair@quakeroaksfarm.org, Darlene
Franco at darfranco15@gmail.com, or Alyssa
Nelson at pym.youthcoordinator@gmail.com.
CCL Northern California Regional Conference
Citizens' Climate Lobby's Northern California
Regional Conference is on Saturday and Sunday
February 18th and 19th at the Ed Roberts Campus
in Berkeley. The conference will include lobby
training and workshops hosted by CCL national's

staff. Program will be Saturday 9:00 am to 5:00 pm
followed by pizza dinner and keynote ending at
8:00pm. On Sunday, the program will start at 9:00
am and end in the early afternoon. The Ed Roberts
Campus is located at 3075 Adeline Street by Ashby
BART.
Citizens’ Climate Lobby is a non-profit, nonpartisan, grassroots advocacy organization focused
on national policies to address climate change.
Regular registration is $60 and $20 for students and
those under 25. Please register by February 8th.
Have you heard about the Matthew 25 Pledge?
Jim Wallis and Sojourners are inviting Christians
across the US to make an active, ongoing
commitment to protect and stand with vulnerable
people in the name of Jesus. In this time in our
nation, they believe that it is particularly important
for us to support these groups:

- Undocumented immigrants threatened with mass
deportation

- African Americans and other people of color
threatened by racial profiling

- Muslims threatened with “banning,” monitoring,
and even registration
The pledge is a very simple, one sentence statement:
I pledge to protect and defend vulnerable people
in the name of Jesus.
You can take the pledge online at https://sojo.net/
matthew-25-pledge.
Sojourners will follow up by e-mail with more
information about what you can do. If you are led to
participate in this way, please share with friends,
family, and others.

Strawberry Creek Monthly Meeting
Meeting for Worship on the Occasion of Business, January 8, 2017
Minutes
The Meeting opened at 12:05 p.m. with silent worship. Alternate Clerk Rachel Findley clerked the
Meeting Forty Friends were present. Susan Burr shared responses from the Finance Committee to the
Advices and Queries on Stewardship and Vocation. Friends returned to worship to reflect on these.
The minutes for the December 11, 2016 Meeting for Business were read and approved with three
changes: Phyllis Malandra shared the responses of the Loaves and Fishes Committee on the Advices and
Queries on the Spiritual Life; in the Peace, Earthcare and Social Witness Committee report the reference
to Chicago’s 57th Street Meeting was struck; and the following was substituted as Tom Yamaguchi’s
report on the CROP Walk, “Tom Yamaguchi reported he and Betsy Morris have joined the planning
committee for the annual CROP/Hunger Walk. The walk is scheduled for April 30 and benefits the
programs of Church World Service, Berkeley Food Pantry, Dorothy Day House, YEAH!, and Youth
Spirit Artworks.”
Rick Herbert circulated for additional signers a letter of support from the Peace, Earthcare and Social
Witness Committee to a Montana Jewish community suffering hate crimes. Stephen McNeil circulated a
sign-on petition for Alameda County residents to oppose funding of the annual Urban Shield SWAT
teams exercise and arms bazaar.
There were no changes to the agenda.
Correspondence and Clerk’s Business:
The Clerk handed over correspondence to the Librarian, the FCNL Representative and to the College
Park Quarterly Representative. Rachel announced that the Quarter is meeting Saturday January 14 at

Berkeley Friends Meeting. Quaker Heritage Day is on February 18 (9:00 am to 3:30 pm) with Marcelle
Martin as presenter on her work “Our Life is Love.”
Old Business:
Naming Committee: Betsy Morris reported that no concerns were raised on the nomination of Jay
Jonah Cash to the Nominating Committee. The Meeting approved the nomination.
Communications Committee: Amy Dewey noted that maintaining current job descriptions on our
website is in the web coordinator’s job description. The Committee edited the Communications
Committee and Librarian job descriptions to state that members do not need to be members of the
Religious Society of Friends nor of Strawberry Creek Friends Meeting. The Meeting approved the
revised job descriptions which will have today’s date as when approved.
Care of the Meeting Committee: Rhea Farley reported that Raven Moon’s Clearness Committee (Rick
Herbert, Miftah Leath and Rhea Farley) recommended the membership request and the Care of the
Meeting Committee was in unity forwarding the membership request to the Meeting. Any concerns
should be made to the Care of the Meeting Committee clerked by Nancy Wilkinson as the request
seasons for a month.
Reports:
Finance Committee: The Clerk Rachel Findley reminded Friends that Richard Leath made the report
on FY 2016 yearend results as being $2,000 in the black.
Peace, Earthcare and Social Witness Committee (PESW): Kathy Barnhart reported that the
Committee approved a Dime-A-Gallon Fund (DAG) grant to Nathan Moon for trash cans to be placed
near newly planted trees on Grand Avenue whose wells have collected trash in the absence of local trash
cans. With the Sierra Club Nathan and others have planted nine trees with eleven more plantings in the
works. The Committee will hold a listening session for Meeting folk on March 19th on the climate crisis.
At our next PESW meeting Catya de Neergaard will discuss the “What is Whiteness” project sponsored
by College Park Quarterly Meeting for possible sponsorship by our meeting. Kathy Barnhart is inviting
participants in the East Oakland ceasefire walks held each third Friday, the next one being on January 20.
All are invited to join the Meeting’s contingent for the Women’s Walk on Saturday January 21. We will
march under a banner “Quakers for Justice” donated to the Meeting by Susan Clancy Strong. April 2nd
will be the annual Friends Committee on Legislation-California silent auction fundraiser. Donations
wanted. Kathy has located a Berkeley chapter of the PICO (People Improving Communities Through
Organizing) whom she will contact concerning their local interfaith anti-racism work. Shelley
Tanenbaum will have an Adult Education presentation on Standing Rock on Jan.15. Shelley will be
attending a climate march in Washington, DC on April 29. There will likely be local marches to coincide.
Care of the Meeting Committee: Nancy Wilkinson reported that they have been considering issues of
the Meeting being a welcoming and inclusive community. Lee Douglas will be the point person for the
revival of the name tags usage.
First Day Children’s Program Committee. Margaret Schneider noted that while the Meeting gets a
weekly update on the Children’s Program, it is clear that the Moon family is currently key to program.
There are two paid helpers. The Committee has focused the content on two testimonies: community and
simplicity. A parent noted that more specific Quaker content for the older children would be appreciated.
Community members visit the programs that they model Quaker lives. The Youth Spirit Artworks will
be visiting the Meeting on March 5th to work with the children on a tile mosaic reflecting visions of
Mother Nature. There will be a time after Meeting for Worship for adults to create a tile. Friends noted
that the Children’s Program has a challenge in developing program for nursery age to teen-age. The
Committee seems to be doing well in conveying the testimony of community. A parent noted that more
specific Quaker content would be appreciated.
Announcements:

A. Rachel Findley reported that the State of Meeting discussion will occur on January 29th after
Meeting.
B. Stephen McNeil reported that the Alameda Board of Supervisors January 10 meeting will be
preceded by a rally at 10 am to which all are invited.
The Meeting closed at 1:05 p.m. with silent worship.
The next Meeting for Business will be held on February 12, 2017 at noon at the Berkeley Technology
Academy.
Submitted by: Rachel Findley, Clerk, , Alternate Clerk Leonard Joy, and Stephen McNeil, Recording
Clerk
ADVICES and QUERIES for the Second Month:
Simplicity
Life is meant to be lived from a Center, a divine Center… a life of unhurried peace and power. It is simple. It is
serene. It takes no time, but it occupies all our time.
Thomas R. Kelly, Testament Of Devotion, 1941
A life centered in God will be directed toward keeping communication with God open and unencumbered.
Simplicity is best achieved through a right ordering of priorities, maintaining humility of spirit, avoiding selfindulgence, resisting the accumulation of unnecessary possessions, and avoiding over-busy lives.
Elise Boulding writes in My Part in the Quaker Adventure,
“Simplicity, beauty, and happiness go together if they are a byproduct of a concern for something more
important than ourselves.”
Do I center my life in an awareness of God’s presence so that all things take their rightful place?
Do I live simply, and promote the right sharing of the world’s bounty?
Do I keep my life uncluttered with things and activities, avoiding commitments beyond my strength and light?
How do I maintain simplicity, moderation, and honesty in my speech, my manner of living, and my daily work?
Do I recognize when I have enough?
Is the life of our Meeting so ordered that it helps us to simplify our lives?

Strawberries at Oakland Women’s March, 1/21/17, photo by Paul McCold
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Friendly Quotations

…For I was hungry and you gave me food, I was thirsty and you gave me something to
drink, I was a stranger and you welcomed me, I was naked and you gave me clothing, I
was sick and you took care of me, I was in prison and you visited me…Truly I tell you,
just as you did it to one of the least of these who are members of my family, you did it to
me.
Matthew 25:35-36, 40 NRSV
To find out about the Matthew 25 Pledge, see inside

And this instinct to humiliate, when it's modeled by someone in the public platform, by
someone powerful, it filters down into everybody's life, because it kind of gives
permission for other people to do the same thing. Disrespect invites disrespect. Violence
incites violence. When the powerful use their position to bully others, we all lose.
Meryl Streep

